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#Seni    rsmatter 

 Come , Learn and Grow. 

 

Contact Us: 
1020 Hope Street 
Bristol, RI 02809 

 
www.bristolsrctr.com 
Find us on Facebook 

 
Phone: (401) 253-8458 

Fax: (401) 253-8009 
 

Maria Ursini 
Director 

mursinibcsc@gmail.com 
 

Donna Wilson 
Assistant Director 

dwilsonbcsc@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8:30 am—3:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

Board of Directors: 
 

Maria Doherty 
President  

 
Elizabeth Harvey 

Vice President 
 

Olivia Germano 
Treasurer 

 
Transportation 

Schedule: 
 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday: 

Medical appointments 
 

Tuesday:  
Community Grocery 

Shopping 
 

Thursday:  
Bristol 

     Housing Authority              
      Grocery Shopping   

 
Pick up time starts at 

8:30 am. 

April  2020 



 

 

2                                         BENJAMIN CHURCH SENIOR CENTER                    April 2020 

               ANNOUNCEMENT 

If you plan on buying anything online-please help support our mission by 

doing it on Amazon Smile. Simply login at www.smile.amazon.com and 

choose the Benjamin Church Senior Center as your non-profit organization 

to support. We will receive .5%.  Thank you for your support. 

This was posted on March 23, 2020 

 

 

On March 9, Governor Gina M. Raimondo declared a State of Emergency in Rhode Island. 

A series of preparedness and response measures have been announced.  In addition, given 

the higher risk of severe COVID-19 illness among older individuals, specific guidance has 

been issued for this population.   

The Governor reinforced the importance of following CDC guidance, including the recom-

mendation that older adult’s practice social distancing (of 6 feet or more) and avoid gath-

erings of more than 10 individuals. 

 Yesterday (March 19), we met with Director of the Office of Healthy of Aging and Dr. 

MacDonald from the RI Department of Health for more specific guidance.  The following 

reflects our plan moving forward for the immediate future based on this conversation and 

their recommendations: 
 

Beginning today (March 13, 2020) Benjamin Church Senior Center will be closed. 

Our staff, however, will be manning our phone lines for questions, concerns and a re-

source for public information.  In addition, our staff will be making wellness phone calls 

to our membership and seniors in the community throughout the duration.  Please do not 

come to the Center.  We are taking this time to man our phones and to conduct a deep, 

deep clean of the entire building.   
 

Again, all enrichment programs, groups and events have been temporarily suspend-

ed.  We will provide you with an updated calendar as we progress through this time peri-

od. We realize that many people are concerned and that there is a great deal of misinfor-

mation circulating and we would like to stress the importance of utilizing legitimate re-

sources to make informed decisions. 

 

Again, all enrichment programs, groups and events have been temporarily suspend-

ed.  We will provide you with an updated calendar as we progress through this time peri-

od. We realize that many people are concerned and that there is a great deal of misinfor-

mation circulating and we would like to stress the importance of utilizing legitimate re-

sources to make informed decisions. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

So why are we doing this, it is not because there is reason for panic. We are engaging in 

this closure in an effort to delay the possible spread of this contagion by keeping people 

away from each other, We have a chance to help more people effectively and not over-

whelm hospitals and infrastructure.  We all have a role to play in keeping each other safe 

and healthy.  This is our response toward that end.   
 

We promise to keep in touch along the way to keep you informed.  You can expect phone 

calls from our staff, up to date information on our website and social media as well as 

eblasts on a regular basis.  Please be sure to pay attention to all of them.    

For you own personal safety, we ask you to do the following: 
 

1.       Stay home 

2.       Wash your hands, wash your hands, wash your hands 

3.       Be sure to have on hand enough necessary medications  
4.       Stay connected to family, friends and community resources (including your      
 health provider) by phone 

5.       Make a plan to ensure that you have the items necessary to support you in the 
 event you should get sick - 

 

Be sure to have our phone number next to or in your phone.  We will be manning our 

phones Monday through Friday.   

Our voicemail will also be engaged in the event you need to leave a message.   

In the event of an emergency, please dial 911 
 

Nutrition Lunch Program 
 

We had to cancel lunch on Friday, March 20, 2020 in order to comply 

with state leadership.  During the week on March 16, 2020 we had Kelly 

Botelho-Caton from the Admiral Pub in Warren reach out and donated 50 

meals of corn beef and cabbage to the individuals whom were on the nu-

trition program. Destiny's Hometown Diner from Bristol donated  75 

soup, salad and sandwiches.  

The nutrition program did have anything in place until Monday, March 23, 2020. With 

the maximum of 50 meals each day Monday-Friday.  With a good portion of our mem-

bers that use our transportation service and the STAY at HOME to keep you safe Benja-

min Church Senior Center decided to deliver to all of the individuals and keep them 

HOME.  
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Latest guidance and information 

 

Check out the NEW website for  
Rhode Island Office Of Healthy Aging for  
some great resources. WWW.OHA.RI.Gov 

Stay At Home 
      The Governor has issued a stay-at-home order until April 13. This means that all Rhode Islanders 

should stay home unless getting food, medicine, gas, or going to work. 
 

Gatherings 

     Starting immediately, all gatherings of more than 5 people are banned. Individuals should be  
      interacting with the same people every day to minimize the risk of spread. This order does not  
      apply to healthcare workers in a workplace setting, public transportation or office buildings.  
      However, people must practice social distancing at all times. 
     

     www.health.ri.gov 

     www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/checklist.html 
 

http://governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-13.pdf
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Community Support 
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Community Support 

 

Thanks to all who 

have dropped off 

non-perishable 

items. 
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Community Support 

70 West Street, Barrington, RI 02806 

Benjamin Church Senior Center would like to  

THANK Bayside YMCA.  

Operations Director Tricia Driscoll has been working 

with our organization for the past  

3 weeks. Tricia and her staff have been by our side since 

our closure on Friday, March 13, 2020.  
 

 

Thanks to our friends from Singing Out Against Hunger and 

Keller Williams Newport | East Bay | North Kingstown for the  

helping on bagging groceries on Thursday, March 26, 2020. 

 


